
El Paso virtual flood risk open house
An overview of the El Paso remapping project
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ÁOverview of the mapping project.

ÁHow to identify if your flood risk has changed.

ÁPotential impacts of map changes on flood 

insurance and options.

ÁOptions if you disagree with the preliminary 

flood maps.

ÁAdditional Resources.

Todayõs agenda

Federal Emergency Management Agency
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FEMA Risk MAP* program
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FEMA Region 6 Risk MAP effort
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Federal Emergency Management Agency

Á Outdated information ðmany areas not updated 

since the 80s and 90s.

Á No Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) are shown in 

Zone A floodplain areas.

Á 2006, 2008 and 2017 flood events have caused 

repeated damage in West El Paso, Canutillo, 

Vinton, and other areas within El Paso County.

Á Extensive coordination and collaboration with El 

Paso County, USIBWC*, El Paso Water and 

FEMA.

Á SUCCESS: Worked collaboratively to be able to 

show ~14 miles of the Rio Grande Levee (El Paso 

2) as providing reduced flood risk on the 

preliminary flood map.

*USIBWC=U.S. International Boundary and Water Commission
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ά¢ƘŜ C9a! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
of establishing appropriate risk zone 
determinations for NFIP maps and shall not 

constitute a determination by FEMA as to how a 

structure or system will perform in a flood 
ŜǾŜƴǘΧέ

FEMAõs role in depicting flood risk

ÁFEMAõs role is mapping levee-related 

flood hazard.

Á FEMA depicts levee risk based on data and 

documentation provided by a community, 

owner or other party.

ÁFEMAõs flood hazard mapping depicts 

existing conditions.


